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Take a Peek  
 

 
 

 

FROM THE RABBI  

Rabbi Beth D. Davidson 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
Missy Haas 

We live in a Christian country, albeit a 

country that extends religious liberty 

and tolerance to all.  I, for one, thank 

God that this is where I live, and that 

my practice of my faith is my right.   

While I suspect that there may be 

Wiccaôs, some followers of Voodoo, 

and other ñfringeò religions that might 

complain that their rights are not al-

ways granted or protected, most of us 

are free to be proud about who and 

what we are.   There may be incidents 

when not all the religions practiced in 

America are treated with equal toler-

ance and respect, but according to our 

Bill of Rights we are all protected un-

der law. 

 

The vast majority of our neighbors are 

Christian -- Roman Catholic, Ortho-

dox, or various types of Protestants -- 

and by the simple fact of numbers, 

Christianity has influenced American 

culture in ways large and small.  Think 

about it for a moment -- our kids have 

to decide between going to Shabbat 

morning worship or taking the SATôs; 

Christian children donôt.  Our banks, 

the Postal Service and the Federal 

government donôt close down on Rosh 

HaShannah or Yom Kippur (local 

schools either, for that matter), but they 

are all closed on Christmas and Easter.  

I donôt usually spend a lot of time ob-

sessing about such things, except when 

some incident affects a local child. 

 

I have stopped correcting folks when 

they wish me a ñMerry Christmasò: It 

simply isnôt worth the ñaggita,ô though 

I do respond ñhappy holidays to you 

and yours.ò  But I am always very care-

ful to never use ñOld Testament.ò We 

Jews simply say Bible or the Hebrew 

acronym TANNACH, since as far as 

we are concerned, there is no New Tes-

tament. I am also committed to saying 

ñBCE ñ (Before the Common Era) and 

ñCE,ò (Common Era) instead of  

ñBCò (Before Christ) and ñADò (Anno 

Domini, literally óthe Year of Our 

Lord,ô since Jesus isnôt my Lord.).  As 

a rabbi, and as an American, I do have 

the right, and, I think the responsibility, 

to try and teach our neighbors that our 

culture isnôt monolithic. 

 

So I was a little taken back when some-

one recently called me on the carpet 

about using the phrase ñChristmas 

Break.ò  ñHow can the rabbi do that?ò 

the person asked.  ñDoesnôt using the 

phrase mean that you are accepting 

Christmas as part of your calendar?ò  

Truthfully, I had never thought about it 

before; ñMid Winter Breakò somehow 

seems forced, though it is nice and I 

know we have made some progress 

when public schools call their concerts 

ñWinter Concertsò instead of  

ñChristmas Concerts.ò  So does using 

the word ñChristmasò mean that I have 

somehow accepted the message of this 

holiday? 

 

After some serious consideration, I 

have to say that I donôt think it does.  I 

am proud of being Jewish, and celebrat-

ing my Jewish holidays.  Using 

ñChristmasò as an adjective to describe 

(Continued on page 2) 
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a vacation doesnôt mean that I have 

adopted the reason for, or the cele-

bration of a Christian holy day, as 

my own.  I think it simply reflects 

the fact that the majority of our 

neighbors, and our culture, use 

ñChristmas Break/Vacationò to de-

scribe a period of time at the end of 

December and into January; a vaca-

tion that  always feels too short. 

 

I am curious to hear from those of 

you who may feel differently.  You 

can either email me at rabbidavid-

sontay@comcast.net, or send your 

responses directly to the Bulletin 

editors at taynews@comcast.net.  I 

have some influence with the edi-

tors, and hope that if we get re-

sponses from you that they will 

share them with the whole TAY 

community, provided  that they are 

fit to print. 

 

Whatever you chose to call our up-

coming vacation, I hope many of 

you have already planned to join us 

on Mitzvah Day, working so that 

our Christian neighbors can be 

home with their families on Dec. 24 

and 25.  In addition, I hope that if 

you are traveling, that each and 

every one of us are blessed to go 

and come in safety, and that 2009 

will be a good year for us -- as indi-

viduals, as families, as a city, state 

and nation. 

(Rabbiôs Message Continued from page 1) 

Never mind the Kentucky Derby. Con-

sider the TAY Derby , insead. Not that 

Cherokee, the 12-year-old horse from 

the Warshaw stables , raced around the 

TAY parking lot when she went to tem-

ple the first Saturday  morning in No-

vember.. 

 

No, Cherokee was slow and sedate (and 

perfectly well-mannered until the final 

minutes),   as Sam Kasten, serving as 

Dot Warshawôs groom, led her and her 

pint-sized  ñjockeysò  back and forth 

through the lot. A ringer at Rabbi Beth 

Davidsonôs annual ñBless the Animalsò 

service,  Cherokee was a bonus for  

smallfry who attended. 

 

Six dogs --  from the tiny rat terrier 

Chevy owned by the Warford family to  

Sandy, the Bloomsô full-sized yellow lab 

--  and one cat, Gerry Worthôs  Siamese 

stand-out, Coco, came to be blessed. 

About a half dozen youngsters came to 

meet  Cherokee who did not feel the 

need to be blessed. The young riders 

included a little girl from across the 

street from TAY who asked Rabbi 

Davidson if she could have a ride even 

though she wasnôt Jewish. ñThatôs 

okay,ò said the rabbi. ñNeither is the 

horse.ò 

Cherokee, led by Sam Kasten and 

Dot Warshaw gives a ride to Luke 

Young 

HORSINô AROUND 

Rabbi Davidson blesses the assorted animals 

______________________ 

 

mailto:rabbidavidsontay@comcast.net
mailto:rabbidavidsontay@comcast.net
mailto:taynews@comcast.net
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  SENIORS FOR-

EVER YOUNG 

   Rivelle 

Feldman 

 

Seniors Forever Young will start the 

New Year off with a special program 

ï a talk by Abbot Matthew Leavy, of 

St. Aneslmôs Monastery.  The abbot 

will discuss the development of mo-

nastic life and the daily discipline of 

the St. Benedictine Order, said Rabbi 

Joel Klein, a friend of Abbot Leavyôs 

who arranged his appearance at TAY 

at 10 A.M. on Jan. 15 in the Social 

Hall. 

 

Come February and Seniors Forever 

Young will temporarily move across 

the street to the Federation of New 

Hampshire for a series of monthly 

films. ñAt the Moviesò on a big 

screen, will be shown at 10 A.M.on 

Feb. 19, March 5 and April 

3.Information: 668-5716. ## 

 

TRACING OUR ROOTS 
This is the first in a series of articles by Dr. David Stahl recounting  

the history of Temple Adath Yeshurun 



 4 

 
B

U
L

L
E

T
IN

 
TTEMPLEEMPLE   AADATHDATH   YYESHURUNESHURUN  

K
is

le
v
/T

e
v
e
t 5

7
6

9 

December/January 2008   4 



  

 
B

U
L

L
E

T
IN

 
TTEMPLEEMPLE   AADATHDATH   YYESHURUNESHURUN  

 

K
is

le
v
/T

e
v
e
t 5

7
6

9 

December/January 2008   5 

would be sold. 

 

So while there are traditional items on 

the shelves, there are also abstract 

earrings and necklaces, mass-produced 

enamel mezuzahs that are copies of 

originals sold for $1,500 in department 

stores, simple note cards displaying 

tiny charms and crocheted pocket tis-

sue carriers. 

 

Unlike many synagogue shops that 

sell merchandize chosen from specific 

catalogs, the stock at TAY frequently 

comes from Susanôs sources. 

ñSometimes Iôll order something for 

my store and if itôs appropriate Iôll 

order pieces for the temple, too,ò she 

explained. ñThen, I find odds and ends 

and closeouts at my suppliers that are 

good for TAY. My suppliers know 

about my óother shopô and keep me in 

mind if something comes in.ò 

 

For example, 18 months ago, she re-

called, ñone of my suppliers said he 

had talid and talid bags that he wanted 

to clear out and would sell for half 

price if I took them all. I did -- 25 to 30 

units -- and only a few are left now, they 

were such good buys.ò 

 

The ñoff-pricesò paid for the items are 

reflected in the price charged at  TAY; 

all are well below the suggested retail 

price, Susan said. 

 

As Susan gears up for the Chanukah 

Shop which opens on Dec. 7 --  the same 

day as the Fall Craft Fair -- there are a 

few unexpected problems. ñSilver used 

to be so cheap,ò she said, ñbut itôs sud-

denly gone through the roof.  And ship-

ping costs are sky high, too, almost dou-

ble. Iôm trying not to pass the raises on, 

but the price of chocolate and gift wrap, 

for example, will probably go up five or 

ten cents.ò 

 

Because of the economy, there is ñnot a 

huge amount of new merchandise,ò 

Susan said. 

 Prices range from $1 for the notes with 

charms and tissue holders to $100 and 

(Continued on page 7) 

FOR A HOLIDAY BARGAI N TRY THE CHANUKAH SHOP  

 When it comes to employing a phi-

losophy for retailing, Susan Baroff 

keeps it simple. ñI buy whatever I 

feel like selling,ò she said, adding 

ñat a good price.ò 

 

This attitude helped her establish a 

thriving, off-price shoe and apparel 

store, the Benton Shoe Company 

on Elm Street, 17 years ago, two 

years after she and her husband, 

Marty, moved to Manchester from 

Arizona.  It also governs her ap-

proach to running the Sisterhood 

Gift Shop at TAY. 

 

When she became the chair of the 

shop committee six years ago she 

was determined, she said,   to 

ñexpand the categories of what was 

considered appropriate for a syna-

gogue shop. Not everybody wanted 

to just buy star and chai necklaces 

or giftware adorned with doves.ò 

Accordingly, she decided that as 

long as an item was ñMade in Is-

raelò or created by a Jewish artist it 

�)�R�U���W�K�H���V�K�R�S�S�H�U�V�¶���G�H�O�L�J�K�W���V�X�F�K��
items as the menorahs, mezuzahs, 

and jewelry on the left and pre-

sents for children like the Jack-in-

the-box and colorful mezuzahs 

above are available�²  all below 

the suggested retail price�² at sis-

�W�H�U�K�R�R�G�¶�V���&�K�D�Q�X�N�D�K���V�K�R�S�� 


