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Take a Peek  
 

In ñDialoguesò Gerry Angoff  

describes his involvement in a 

medical mission to Granada on 

Page 5. 

 

Steve Dolman, a new member 

of the board,  discusses his ap-

proach to giving back to the 

community on Page 7. 

 

Members express their views 

and concerns about ñshared 

spaceò at the annual meeting 

on Page 6. 

FROM THE RABBI  

Rabbi Beth D. Davidson 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
Missy Haas 

gut-busting Deli Night,  and for all the 

financial support which you give to this 

congregation.   

 

 And an equally large  ñthank youò to 

Sisterhood  for a warm and welcoming 

Passover Seder; for all the wonderful 

onegs that help bring camaraderie and 

joy to our Sabbath observance; for our 

gift shop;   for programming like 

Women of Faith and our nascent Rosh 

Hodesh group,  and for all your finan-

cial support for our temple and its pro-

grams.  Brotherhood and Sisterhood 

can always use a few more hands, so  if 

you are interested in helping create and 

support the fabric of this community, 

please volunteer.  

 

In fact, any number of our committees 

would be delighted to welcome new 

members, so please consider lending us 

your talents and energy.  Call the office 

or the chair person directly.  And this 

synagogue doesnôt only ask you to give 

of your time and energy (and financial 

support);  we urge you to  please make 

use of the programs that the temple has 

to offer: MANTY, Seniors Forever 

Young, adult education, and, yes,  the 

ever popular Shabbat and Holy Day 

worship services.  I would like to wel-

come more of you more frequently.  

 

Education and learning are an impor-

tant part of who we are, and I think our 

school continues to develop into every-

thing a religious school can be.  Lisa 

Schechtman and our talented and dedi-

cated staff love what they do, and it 

shows.  Thank you all for giving and 

teaching our next generation.  Walk 

through the religious school halls some 

day; look at the artwork and projects; 

listen to the voices of our kids, and you 

will know that the next generation is 

indeed in good hands.   

 

The challenge of mentioning people by 

name is that inevitably someone gets 

left off the list.   So please forgive me 

for not singling each and everyone out. 

You ï and temple members who par-

take of our offerings ï know who you 

are. Thank you. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Upcoming Eventsééééé......15 

 

Office Hours: 

Open on Mondays 9-3, Tuesdays  

11-5; Thursdays 9-5; Fridays 9-2, 

closed Wednesdays  

Welcome to the summer issue of the 

TAY Bulletin.  By the time you read 

this, we will have ended our school year 

and welcomed a few new people to our 

board of directors.  Now the fun begins.  

Our calendar will be set for the year, 

school supplies will be purchased, and 

the Ritual Committee and Rabbi David-

son will  prepare for the High Holidays. 

 

This is the perfect time for you to call or 

email me (mkhaas5@aol.com) or our 

office manager Karen Rothstein 

(templeadathy@comcast.net) so we can 

find the best program or committee for 

you to join.  We had a full schedule this 

past year and would like to continue that 

trend this year, but we need your help.  

 

 Some of the programming we provide 

requires the efforts of many people for 

just a short time.  Other committees and 

fundraisers need regular help throughout 

the year.  There is work to be done here 

at the temple, and tasks that need to be 

covered from home.  Whatever your 

interests, whatever your skills, whatever 

your availability, we have a place for 

you on our team of volunteers. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Temple Adath Yeshrun is a commu-

nity of hope and faith, and there are a 

lot of people who keep both our build-

ing and our community moving for-

ward.  No issue is too big or too small 

for our Executive Committee: Presi-

dent Missy Haas, VPôs  Jet Goldberg 

and Bob Katchen, Secretary Jon Wax-

man,  Treasurer Dot Warshaw, and  

Assistant Treasurer Fran Short. They 

all put in long hours in person, on 

phones, and on line. 

 

Our entire board is comprised of peo-

ple who care about TAY, and who are 

committed to leading us.   This re-

quires an enormous amount of work, 

patience, and willingness to serve, and 

Ið we all ð owe  each of them an 

enormous ñthank you.ò   

 

It is not only our  board that  provides 

this synagogue  with leadership.  

Where would we be without our 

Brotherhood and our Sisterhood?  So 

an enormous  ñthank  youò  to Broth-

erhood for our beautiful new stove; for 

all the fabulous religious school events 

you sponsored  this year; for another 

mailto:mkhaas5@aol.com
mailto:templeadathy@comcast.net
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ued, ñto all the other friends and family 

who got volunteered by the above list 

and who also put in their time, energy, 

and effort. The community spirit, the 

willingness to share and all the hours of 

sweat and hard work are evidence that 

when we work together, we really can 

accomplish just about anything. And it is 

at times like this that I am enormously 

proud to be the rabbi of Temple Adath 

Yeshurun.ò 

A GOOD (AND PROFITABLE) TIME WAS HAD BY ALL  

While auctioneer Steve Short is off camera taking bids on this signed poster 

from Adam Sandler, Terry Goodman, auction chair, shows it off to entice 

would-be bidders during the ñliveò segment of the evening. 

__________________________________ 

When it comes to combining fun and 

fund-raising, the TAY Auction in May 

was a perfect example of doing it all.  

With Terry Goodmanôs vintage jukebox 

jamming in the background (no, the 

jukebox was not on sale; it was strictly 

on loan, schlepped to the temple in the 

Warshawôs handy horse trailer by a 

crew of strong men and boys) the sold-

out crowd  dined, chatted, studiously 

studied stuff to bid on silently,  and 

finally reached into their wallets for 

around $10,000. 

 

With only two seats unoccupied (a phy-

sician got an emergency call), the party

-goers quickly got into an exuberant 

swing of things: devouring such foods 

as pastrami, Mexican delicacies, choco-

late-dipped fondue breads and fruits 

and other delights from Heidi Millerôs 

kitchen; sampling the variety-filled bar 

and scurrying about to gift-laden tables 

to keep their silent bids current. 

 

By the time Steve Short took to his 

microphone to auction off  ñbig items,ò 

his efforts were almost anti-climactic. 

True, there was some spirited scuffling 

over things like tickets to a Mets-Red 

Sox game, a weekend in a Manhattan 

apartment and the 1997 Nissan Altima. 

But the bidding was rather subdued and 

some items ð like an original oil paint-

ing by Dennis Sheehan and a week at a 

resort ð that should have brought big 

bucks became bargains. 

 

ñI guess we have to convince people 

who attend that the auction is a fund-

raiser ï meant to give donors something 

for their largesse,ò said Terry, chair of 

the auction committee. 

 

ñThe auction last month was one of the 

best evenings at TAY in recent mem-

ory,ò said Rabbi Davidson. ñThanks  to  

all of those who worked so hard to 

make the event such an enormous suc-

cess: in addition to Terry Goodman, 

chair; they were Bud Baron, Barbara 

Davidson, Elda Goodman , Paul 

Fishbein, Jet Goldberg, Bob and Sam 

Katchen, DG Krasner, Benita Lebow, 

Heidi Miller and the whole Miller Clan, 

Karen Rothstein and Steve Short. 

 

ñKudos, too,ò Rabbi Davidson contin-

LETôS CELEBRATE: THE 

FOLLOWING TAY 

YOUNGSTERS MARK 

THEIR BIRTHDAYS IN 

JUNE AND JULY  

 

June  
Harrison Max 

Andrea Miller 

Lauren Gross 

Samuel Kasten 

Jacob Hunt 

Benjamin Gilman 

Luke Young 

Ariana Bell 

Cameron Suls 

Jordan Massey 

Alexandra Muskat 

Jillian Sandler 

Sami Tocman 

Joshua Scheinman 

Katherine Baroff 

 

July  
Kaleigh Beck 

Elle Monfried 

Jared Sandler 

Sarah Masry 

Trevor Massey 

Anna Bogursky 

Joel Gerson 

Daniel Levine 

Zosia Yellin 

Ashley Deeter 

Carly Feins 

Jacob Harwood 
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PLEASE JOIN US  JUNE 12, 13, 14  

 

Scholar in Residence Weekend 

 
This year our scholar will be TAYôs own 

Rabbi  Mark Popovsky 
 

 

Friday Night at 7 P.M.: Social Action Shabbat Service 
Rabbi Popovskyôs presentation will be 

ñKeeping Kosher at the Pumpð 

What does Classical Jewish Thought Add to the Conversation 

about Climate Change?ò 

 
 

Saturday Morning at 10 A.M.: Shabbat Morning Service and Lunch  
sponsored by Sisterhood.  Rabbi Popovsky discusses 

ñChoosing Our Childrenôs GenesðJudaism and the Challenge of 

Modern Geneticsò 

 
 

Sunday Morning 10 A.M.: Breakfast sponsored by Brotherhood 
Rabbi Popovskyôs talk will be on 

ñJewish Perspectives on the Difficult Decisions at the End of Lifeò 

 
RSVP to the TAY office By June 7 for each event at 

templeadathy@comcast.net or 669-5650. 

 
 

Mark Popovsky is a Conservative Rabbi, Certified Chaplain and son of TAY members  

Alvin and Jeanette Popovsky. 

He has published articles on emerging topics in the fields of pastoral care and medical ethics 

 in several leading professional and academic journals. 

Rabbi Mark Popovsky is the author of Jewish Ritual, Reality and Response at the End of Life (Duke, 2007), 

A guide to clinicians caring for Jewish patients who are dying.  Currently, he is attending the Columbia 

School of Law and exploring the overlap between rabbinic and legal approaches to modern ethical issues. 

mailto:templeadathy@comcast.net
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At that time the bimah was recon-

figured and the office moved to 

the lower level along with bring-

ing the library/chapel to the upper 

level. The move provided more 

office space downstairs by utiliz-

ing the area which had been des-

ignated as a coat room and the 

former chapel/library. The rabbi 

gained a larger office downstairs, 

The elevator came still later as it 

was apparent that the Americans 

With Disabilities Act required 

better accommodations for older 

and handicapped congregants. 

 

Over the years there have been 

few changes in the basic configu-

ration of the Temple building. 

Percival Goodmanôs basic design 

has stood well for fifty years and 

the unity of concept which he 

sought has been generally durable. 

 

More to come next issue. 

Last month I wrote of the issues raised 

by the increasing incidence of inter-

marriage among our younger congre-

gants (and often older ones as well). 

While two generations ago attitudes 

tended to be strongly negative, and 

members of the congregation (many of 

them) were unhappy with Rabbi Umenôs 

participating in interfaith ceremonies, 

attitudes in recent years had softened.  

 

There was a growing willingness to face 

the facts of intermarriage and accept the 

non-Jewish spouses, and certainly that 

was the case when the non-Jewish part-

ner had converted to Judaism, There 

were still reservations among many, and 

those of the doubters pointed to the non-

Jewish orientation of many of the off-

spring of these earlier inter-marriages. 

 

An attempt at merging the two Manches-

ter congregations, Adath Yeshurun and 

Temple Israel (its name had been 

changed from Anshe Sefard during the 

relocation of that more conservative con-

gregation from Central Street to the cor-

ner of Pine and Salmon Streets), came 

apart after months of deliberation in 

1976 and 1977 around issues such as 

prayer books, kashruth, two-day obser-

vation of holidays like Rosh Hashonah, 

and questions of endowment funds. Sur-

prisingly, service ritual seemed to play 

no large part in the deliberations. 

 

Some of the old differences, the Rus-

sische vs. Litvak divide were persistent 

enough to control the day. Adath Yeshu-

runôs adoption of one Reform practice, 

that of teenage confirmations, may have 

been an attraction for the more tradi-

tional congregation. Somehow, their 

children were being deprived of a desir-

able ceremonial they all seemed to en-

joy. Not only did they enjoy it, but it 

kept teenagers involved in synagogue 

attendance for several years longer than 

had been the case when bar or bat mitz-

vah marked the end of formal religious 

education. Never mind that confirmation 

was a group activity rather than the indi-

vidual accomplishment so beloved of 

Jewish customs, it was sufficient to 

know that the hope of confirmation 

kept our youngsters in the fold for two 

or three more years. Solomon-like, the 

synagogues agreed to have a single 

confirmation at Adath Yeshurun. 

 

In recent years, the diminishing num-

ber of children at Temple Israel made 

the school operation more difficult. 

The Conservative Rabbi often wanted 

a Conservative agenda in the school, 

and the Reform Rabbi argued for the 

Reform curriculum. Curricular differ-

ences, as small as they might seem, 

could be stumbling blocks to a single 

approach to religious education.  

 

In some ways, Temple Israel seemed 

on a sounder financial footing that 

Adath Yeshurun, although neither was 

entirely healthy financially. However, 

in the end it was not to be, and nego-

tiations were  broken off. The pressing 

need to provide a sound educational 

program in the religious school was 

never urgent enough to drive merger 

attempts. 

 

Thirty years ago, in the early hours of 

Sunday, June 10, 1979, a devastating 

fire erupted in the temple sanctuary 

following a wedding the previous eve-

ning. An electrical malfunction was 

the apparent cause, but by the time the 

Manchester firefighters had the blaze 

under control the entire west end of 

the sanctuary had been destroyed. The 

ark with its sacred scrolls , the bimah 

and the front half of the sanctuary 

were gone.  

 

Reconstruction plans were initiated 

before the ashes were cool. The dam-

aged Torahs were buried outside in 

traditional custom and arrangements 

were made to recreate the original ark 

curtain and Torah mantles, and the 

menorah, eternal light, and letters for 

the Ten Commandments above the ark 

were all refurbished.  

 

On a personal note, it has been a year 

of change, and I would like to thank 

all of you who celebrated with Cliff 

and me. It hardly seems possible, but 

our first anniversary is just  weeks 

away. I hope many of you will be 

joining us at the Fisher Cats to cele-

brate.  I am thrilled that I have a new 

contract, one that will keep me as 

TAYôs rabbi for at least the next two 

years.   It is my privilege to be your 

rabbi, and I look forward to what the 

coming years will bring. 

 

(Rabbiôs Message Continued from page 1) 

TRACING OUR ROOTS 
This is the sixth in a series of articles by Dr. David Stahl recounting the history of TAY 

ðððððððððð 
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BRINGING HOPE (AND 

LIFE) TO  GRANADA  
By Gerald H. Angoff, MD  

 

I met Vanessa when she was 11 years 

old. She was hospitalized and critically 

ill with a fever and difficulty breathing. 

She did not have asthma, the flu or pneu-

monia. She had in combination acute 

rheumatic fever, a bacterial infection on 

her inflamed heart valve and congestive 

heart failure.  I was unsure she would 

survive. Her condition would be rare in 

the United States where rheumatic fever 

is a memory of the early and mid 20th 

century. In Grenada, a small island coun-

try of 100,000 people close to Venezuela 

in the Eastern Caribbean, rheumatic fe-

ver and the rheumatic heart disease it 

causes are common and endemic. 

 

Since 1996, I have been traveling to Gre-

nada two to three times a year as a mem-

ber of the Childrenôs Health Organiza-

tion Relief and Educational Services 

group (CHORES). CHORESô objective 

is to provide free pediatric specialty ser-

vices needed by Grenada where primary 

care is effective but resources and tech-

nology for advanced care are lacking. 

CHORES cardiology services have fo-

cused on congenital heart disease or 

structural cardiac abnormalities present 

at birth and rheumatic heart disease to 

which Grenadians are predisposed.  

 

CHORES has been able to provide on-

site pediatric cardiac diagnostic services 

not otherwise available. During a weekôs 

clinic, the group will see about one hun-

dred fifty children and young adults and 

perform more than one hundred cardiac 

ultrasound examinations. Many of those 

seen, however, require invasive and sur-

gical cardiac care that is only available 

outside of Grenada. CHORES in col-

laboration with the Grenada Heart Foun-

tice controversies and healthcare reor-

ganizations. In Grenada, I feel I can be 

true to my original principles and feel-

ings and place them first. With each 

project I remember why I went to 

medical school. 

 

During the year after I first saw 

Vanessa, she underwent cardiac valve 

replacement in the United States. She 

now has finished high school and feels 

well. She will still require lifelong 

cardiac care and surveillance which 

hopefully through CHORES and with 

the help of all those involved we will 

continue to provide. 

 

 

Born and reared in the Greater Boston 

Area, Gerry Angoff has lived and 

worked in Manchester and Bedford 

since 1978; TAY became his spiritual 

home a year later. An adult and pedi-

atric cardiologist, Gerry was intro-

duced by an associate to CHORES in 

1996 and his devotion to the program 

ñhas become a passion of mineò that 

he believes ñwill continue to increase 

in the future.ò 

dation is able to provide access to 

surgical care without cost made 

possible by donations and the phi-

lanthropy of pediatric cardiology 

programs in the United States and 

Great Britain. 

 

For me, going to Grenada is a privi-

lege. Grenadians have allowed me 

and the members of CHORES to 

become part of their world and their 

culture and to care for their chil-

dren. During our visits, we are wel-

comed in the homes of our 

Grenadian counterparts and inte-

grate our efforts with the Grenadian

-based CHORES medical team. 

During this springôs trip, we cele-

brated the 20th anniversary of the 

initial project. 

 

My purpose in choosing medicine 

as a career was to be able to com-

fort, counsel and improve the well 

being of those I treat and to make a 

difference in their lives. This pur-

pose through my years of practice 

has often been frustrated by the 

constellation of regulations, guide-

lines, insurance barriers, malprac-

DIALOGUES:  
A Blog on Paper 

 

This is a series of personal essays 

by TAY Congregants 

Gerry Angoff with patients during his most recent trip to Granada on a 

medical mission with the Childrenôs Health Organization Relief and Educa-

tional Services.  He visits the Caribbean nation two to three times a year. 


